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Welcome to our Summer Newsdesk. You w ill notice some changes in this edition as Mrs 
Andrews, who edits the magazine, enlisted the help of some w illing volunteers and formed 
a New sdesk Team (NET).  The team from years 6, 7, and 8 took on a variety of tasks and 
you w ill see examples of their hard w ork throughout Newsdesk. 
 
We are nearing the end of a school year that has seen our very successful OFSTED  
inspection. We w ere pleased w ith the report and w e know  that many of the positive  
comments w ere derived from the things the children themselves said and did w hen the  
inspectors were around. As alw ays I am delighted w ith their loyalty. The staff here w ork 
very hard indeed and it is a joy to be able to read that their efforts are recognised. The  
OFSTED report also confirmed the conviction w e show in our school aims that education 
of the w hole child is far more important than any individual snippets of know ledge. 
 
Parents of Year 6 pupils w ill be aw are of SATs results. This year for the f irst time w e have 
beaten the challenging targets set w ith us. It is particularly pleasing to note that 4 out of 
every 5 children have achieved level 4 in both English and mathematics. The teachers of 
our core subjects have supported the children extremely w ell especially considering w e do 
not change our curriculum in preparation for the SATs as I am aw are happens in many  
Primary Schools.  
I remain convinced that children learn w ell for tests when they are enjoying their learning 
and w hen their self-confidence is high.  
 
The constantly changing advice about Sw ine Flu has left our heads spinning. I am very 
aw are of the efforts of staff and parents to keep personal hygiene as a priority for the  
children. If  you have concerns please use the advice at www.direct.gov.uk or www.nhs.uk. 
 
In school w e have been evaluating the success of all of our trips and visits this year. You 
may w ell have been asked for your views. Even if you have not been part of a group asked 
to comment on trips or residential visits please do not hesitate to let us know . May I also 
say thank you to those of you who do take the time to thank staff after they have led trips 
with the children – I know  this is particularly good for the staff to hear and it is very much  
appreciated.  
 
Please accept my gratitude for your support as w e near the end of another academic year. 
I am convinced that it is the result of our partnership as teachers and parents, together 
with the w ork of Governors, that is making Fairlands the very best Middle School. 
 
Best wishes  
Peter Elmy 

 

 

 

OFSTED 
The OFSTED team visited Fairlands last term and we can be justly proud of 
their report.   We know that Fairlands is a great school and it was good to be 
able to prove this to the Inspectors.  I would like to congratulate all the staff on 
this impressive report. 
 
Questionnaire 
Thank you to all those parents/carers who completed the questionnaire.  Some 
initial analysis was carried out which was communicated to you in Mr Elmy’s let-
ter dated the 30th June.  It was pleasing to see that across all 17 questions you, 
as parents/carers, agreed or agreed strongly, counting for 94% of all of the 
ticks.   
 
Governor Appointments  
Following the parent election I am pleased to tell you that Mr Paul Davies is our 
new Parent Governor.  Paul lives in Axbridge and has a daughter at Fairlands 
and a son at one of our partner First Schools.  I am also pleased to confirm that 
Mrs Pauline Ham is the new Staff Governor.  As many of you will know, Pauline 
is our Finance Manager at Fairlands.  Welcome to both Paul and Pauline to the 
team. 
 
Sadly though there is also a good bye from the Governing Body.  John Virgin 
comes to the end of his term of office and will not be standing again.   I would 
like to thank John for the time and commitment he has given as a Staff Gover-
nor.  The election process for this vacancy will take place early in the autumn 
term. 
 
Best wishes for a lovely summer break. 
 
Heather Fuller  
Chair of Governors 
 



 

 

Fairlands FPTA committee, although small 
in number, has had another successful 
year.  A total of £3,800 has been raised 
this year from a range of  activities culmi-
nating in the school fayre on Saturday 
20th June.  The school has been able to 
complete the purchase of new covered 
display boards around the school, and buy 
science equipment. 
 
As always at this time of year we will lose 
members of the committee.  We are al-
ways looking for new members but this 

year even more so as our numbers are 
quite low.   
 
There is not a great deal of time involved.  
We usually meet once a term to discuss 
what we can do to support the school and 
how we would like to do it.  Our AGM will 
be held on the 14th September at 7.30 pm 
so please come along and see if you 
would like to join us.   
 
Richard Smith 
Chairman 

Jan 09 
Sandie Barrett 

Susan King 
Joanna Thorne 

Feb 09 
Mr & Mrs Will is 

Angela Blair  
Suzy Tugwell 

March 09 
Jeanette Rayner 
Sandie Barrett 
Linda Merrett 

April 09 
Mrs Agnew 

Linda Merrett 
Fiona Kellaway 

May 09 
Karen Lange 

Dr Claire Laband 
Dr J Newton 

June 09 
Linda Merrett 

Richard Adams 
Felicity Grant 

July 09 
Mr and Mrs Will is 
Richard Coleman 

Chris Strang 

Aug 09 
Sandie Barrett 
Richard Adams 
Jackie Meldon 

 

 
 
The  Summer Fayre this year was held on  
Saturday 20th June.  As always, the event 
kicked off with the five a side football which 
carried on throughout the morning and early 
afternoon (see separate report from  
Mr Conroy). 
 
The weather, although stormy at times, was 
kind.  There was a variety of stalls from the 
popular henna tattoos to jars full of interesting 
things! 
 
The central ring was alive with displays from the brass band to dancing and indoors  
Members of Mr Virgin’s team, Robert Fletcher, Matthew Prestige and Andrew Rose,  
provided an explosive science display! 
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               YEAR 5 MERITS 
�

DAVID FERGUSON  
ABIGAIL MORGAN 

HEIDI LANGE 
EMILY GR ANT 

EMILY DUNCAN 
JAKE TINCKNELL 

TOBY JONES 
ROWAN GRIFFIN  
DAISY TANNER  

BETHANY PERRINS 
JESSICA PEEVER  

JESSIE SVENSSON  
JAMES MADDERN 

CHARLOTTE COSSINS-PRICE 
ELLEN IZZARD 

GRACE HUNTER 
JESSICA THOMSON 
DOMINIC HARRILL 

CATHERINE HOUNSELL 

YEAR 5 SPRING MERITS 
�

JACK GOODHALL 
ELLEN BEASANT 

JESSICA NOTHARD 
RHIAN SMITH 
AMY HUDD 

MADDIE BOWMAN  
KIRSTIE C LARK 
JACK BARDLE 

BETHANY HOOPER  
GUY LOCKE 

MICHAEL WATFORD 
LILY CLINTON  
ELLA STORER  

CHARLOTTE TUGWELL 
CIARA BANKS 

JOHNATHAN CHURCHES 
PHOEBE LYNCH  
JASMINE VIRGO 

ZOE FROST  

          YEAR 6 MERITS  
�

ELLA SIBLEY 
SAMUEL NEWTON  
ISABELLE RAYN ER 
JUDITH WAGSTAFF  
THOMAS POSTIN S 
AERON PRESTON 

EMILY BOLT  
ELIZABETH SCOTT  

LIAM ELLIS 
MATILDA BRIANCE 
WILLIAM CARDNO 

INDIE DRAKE-BROCKMAN  
JOSHUA McCONVILLE 

THOMAS WYATT 
                 ISSAC BRAD SHAW-DOWN  

          YEAR 6 SPRING MERITS  
 

COURTNEY WRIGHT  
RILEY ROBINSON-RATTLE 

OTIS BATH 
LILY HORWOOD  
BRYONY ALEN  
ALICE DODD  

WILLIAM LUPTON  
ASHLEY HARPER  

BEN VOIC E 
GEMMA BALKHAM  

KATHRYN BOWMAN 

 YEAR 7 MERITS 
  

OLANAH SH AKESPEARE 
CAITLIN RICKARD  

RYAN MOSS  
KATIE WATSON 
LOUISE BANN  
ADAM WOOD  

LAUREN MALE 
ANDREW ROSE 

EMMA KELLY 
ABBEY FLOYD  

ALEXANDRA CURNOW 
MIA FISHER  
LAYLA BR AY 

CHRISTINE STAITE 
JAMES NEWTON-BROWNE 

CHRISTOPHER HILL 
MADELEINE R ALPH  

   YEAR 7 SPRING MERITS  
 

AMY CLEGG 
CHELSEA LLEWELYN  

ELOISE VOICE 
JACK MASTERS 

IMOGEN HOWARTH 
TROY WILLIAMS 
AMY ROSSITER 

CHRISTOPHER HAWKES 
LILLI HELPS 

LYNDSEY HOOPER  
ESME HOTSTON MOORE 

THOMAS PENHALL 
THOMAS DAVIES 
LIAM HATHWAY  

GUY JAMES 
OSCAR SMITH  

JAMES ASHMAN 
JANNE CLARKE 
JAMES HACKER  

 

 

                 YEAR 8 MERITS 
 
 

BENJAMIN BYROM  
KATE ROSS 

ALEXANDER PROVAN 
JODIE BYRNE 

GEORGE ROWSELL 
SIMON NOTHARD 
LUCY BOOBYER  

SUNNY FAN 

             YEAR 8 SPRING TERM MERITS 
 

 

          WILLIAM SAMPSON 
       JESSICA SCOTT  

       JACK NICHOLSON  
        HAL DAVIDSON 

        ROBYN MCGIBBON  
        EMILY WEIGOLD  

       KRYSTYNA MASNY 
       DANIEL DALTON  
        WARWICK CAMP 

 
SUBJECT AWARDS 

 
 
 
MATHEMATICS  THOMAS NEWTON 
  
ENGLISH    SAMUEL TALBOT  
         
SCIENCE   HARRY DAVIES  
    DANIEL DALTON  

 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY GEORGIA MOORE   
 
ART/3D   JOE DRAKE-BROCKMAN 
      
FRENCH   BENJAMIN ATTWOOD   
     
GEOGRAPH Y  ELLEN HARRIS-SNELL 
    ALEX PERKINS 
       
GERMAN   AINSLEY PAVEY  
     
MUSIC   AMELIA TROWER   
    

      
PE (BOYS)   SAMUEL TALBOT  
    STANLEY SMITH 
 
PE (GIRLS)  JESSICA SCOTT   
    MADELEINE H ALE 
 
RE    PARIS WARD    
    THOMAS FINCHAM 
 
HISTORY   LEWIS THOMPSON  
    MARY CORNICK 
 
ICT   CAITLIN FLOOD  
       
DRAMA   RACHEL STEAN  
    SAMUEL CHARD 
 
CITIZENSHIP  JAMES ROSS   

   
    

�
SPECIAL AWARDS 

�
 
LITERATURE AWARD   ELLEN HARRIS-SNELL  
 
THE PETER REEVE TROPHY JAKOB GALE     
          
MOST PROMISING SPORTS  
(GIRL)    CAITLIN FLOOD     
 
BARBARA BURROWS  
AWARD    SHANAHAN SMITHERS   
  
GILL BARKE  AWARD   KES SVENSSON   
       
MANSEL WILLIAMS AWARD JAMES PAVEY     
 
MOST PROMISING LINGUIST  ALEXANDER COLLINS   
  
MOST PROMISING  
MUSICIAN   ISLA SCOTT 
     
           
MOST PROGRESS  CHARLIE SCOTT    
     JACK NICHOLSON 
 
PENELOPE BOOTH AWARD  MADELEINE H ALE 
      
ROBINSON AWARD   EMMA MOORE     
  
SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL LAUREN AYRES    
    CHARLOTTE MAYNARD 
 
SHEILA BROOME AWARD LLOYD H EWISH 

    
STRANG/DARBY                       JACOB SMITH 
AWARD FOR DRAMA  EMILY WEIGOLD   
     
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT THOMAS NEWTON    
     JENNY WILSON 
 
PUPIL OF THE YEAR   BENJAMIN ATTWOOD   
    LAURA BOTSFORD 

  



 

 

The recipes that students will need for most lessons have been uploaded to Fronter. 
 
To access them, pupils will need to log on to Fronter via the school web site, go to  
display all rooms, DT, click on student resources (left hand side).  A list  should  appear 
of 40 recipes, click on the desired recipe and open. These  have been copied from  
Licence to Cook initiative and  are supposed to have been tried and tested.  Students will 
need to refer to these to find out exactly what they need  for some 
lessons.  
 
I am more than happy for any interested pupil to try out  any recipe 
either  for interest or just to boost their confidence for a forthcoming 
lesson. 
 
Extra help will be available next year for pupils one lunchtime a week 
in both DT1 and DT2.  Anyone who does not understand homework, has been away or 
needs to catch up etc. is welcome to pop along and stay as little or as long as necessary. 
Mrs Peace 
 
 
 

 

This year w e’ve had loads of different things in the library and w e also have brilliant things to 
come. We’ve got loads of new  books including the Tw ilight series and some very exciting new  
fiction and non-fiction.  
 
This year w e’ve also been joined by lots of really helpful Year 5 librarians, Bethany P, Bethany H, 
Naomi, Alissa, Josephine, Sophie, Phoebe, Zoe, Catlin and Emily- all of w hom w ho are doing 
really w ell at shelving all the books and helping out w ith putting notices in the registers.  
 
As we mentioned, w e have got the legendary Tw ilight saga (a vampire story w ith a romantic tw ist) 
which now permanently lives on the reserved shelf as it has been at real hit w ith all the Year 7 & 
8 pupils.  
 
In the library w e’ve also sw itched around so that young adult are on the left side of the library and 
the f iction shelves are starting on the right.  
 
Overall w e’ve had a brilliant term, and indeed a br illiant year in the library and w e have plenty 
more books to come. 
 

Written by Cora Marks 

 

 

It has been another busy and exciting time for the Modern  
Languages team. In order to develop and strengthen our links with 
the First Schools, we decided to invite some year four pupils for an 
enrichment day on March 17th 2009. We actually ended up having 
some year 2 pupils as well. Miss Madge took it upon herself to  
organise the morning of activities. These included French poetry, 
Spanish numbers and German storytelling. The pupils responded 
well to the activities and we are pleased to announce that we will 
continue this event next year. It was great to have support from 
the headteacher of Shipham, who attended as well as other  
teachers from all the First Schools.  
 
The next big event in the MFL calendar was the French exchange. This involved 20 pupils from 
Year 8. This was a reciprocal exchange with pupils from Vernouillet, the twin town of Cheddar. The 
French pupils arrived on Sunday March 22nd and stayed with their correspondents until Friday 
March 27th. During the week all the pupils worked commendably on their cross curricular  
international project, a project that was sent off to the British Council in June.  

The project was titled, “Isambard Kingdom Brunel v ’s Alexandre Gustave Eif fel - Great Engi-
neers of our time”. The aim is to find out what impa ct these two engineers had on our local 
cities. All pupils visited the SS Great Britain, the Clifton Suspension Bridge and Tyntesfield Estate 
in Bristol to research information for their project. The pupils participated in various workshops in 
relation to their project including a popular spaghetti building workshop with Mr Virgin, curriculum 
leader of science. The pupils had to construct a suspension bridge or an Eiffel Tower out of  
spaghetti.  
 

Then came the turn of the English pupils to visit their corre-
spondents in France. This occurred on Sunday May 10th-
Friday May 15th. It was a busy week for our pupils. They at-
tended school and had to get used to the early start time of  
8 o’clock. They visited the beautiful cathedral of Chartres and 
the magnificent palace of Versailles. As our project continued 
when we got to France, we went to Paris for the day, ascend-
ing the Eiffel Tower and taking a leisurely boat ride on the 
River Seine, finishing off with a stroll down the Champs-
Elysées. The pupils were involved in more workshops that 
linked up with their project. They painted pictures of the Eiffel 
Tower in the style of the French artist Delaunay, which were 

displayed at the presentation evening in France. We were fortunate enough to coincide our project 
with the 120th anniversary celebrations of Alexandre Gustave Eiffel’s building of the Eiffel tower. On 
the last day the pupils were lucky enough to be greeted by the mayor of Vernouillet, before saying 
a final farewell to their correspondents. I have watched the pupils grow in confidence and maturity 
since the exchange/project first started and I am extremely proud of all of them. We will continue 
the exchange programme next year, developing our pupils as global citizens and further establish 
our international link with Marcel Pagnol School.  Later on in Newsdesk Rebecca Grantham has 
written an article on her experiences. 
 
The summer term arrived and so did the new French trip for year 6 pupils. This trip took place the 
week after the summer half-term. There were 63 pupils and 6 teachers. Our destination was to be 
the city of Nantes. The weather was fortunate enough to shine on us all week, as we went from one 
excursion to the next, starting with Mont St Michel en route to our hotel.  
 



 

 

Over the next few days we went for a ride in a giant robotic elephant., we experienced what it would be like 
as a transatlantic passenger on the Escal Atlantic, we went on board a 78 metre submarine, the only  
museum submarine in France which is afloat and we saw the numerous standing stones at Carnac.  We 
also spent time practising our French in the market at Vannes and we visited a prehistoric museum. The 
highlight of the trip was definitely Puy de Fou, the historical theme park in Les Epesse s in the heart of the 
Vendee region of Western France, which I would strongly recommend to anyone. The park was split into 
five attractions reconstructing periods of French history, ranging from Vikings to gladiators, with the most 
spectacular bird of prey show I have ever witnessed. A good time was had by young and old and we hope 
to return next year. I would l ike to thank Mrs Taylor and the rest of the team, Mr Davies, Mr Grant,  
Miss Evans and Mrs Freeman for helping and supporting this new trip.  Connie Williams and Leanna Par-
sons have written an article for Newsdesk which you can see later in this edition. 
 
Finally, the term ended with a Spanish cross curricular week for Year 7 involving many teachers from all 
areas of the curriculum. The pupils spent the whole week immersing themselves into different aspects of 
Spanish culture and language. They had a taster of flamenco and salsa dancing. They cooked a Spanish 
meal of gazpacho, pimientos rellenos and crème caramel. They made a ceramic pottery bull or donkey. 
They looked at various Spanish artists including Dalí, Miro and Gaudí, recreating their own Dalí picture. 
They did a project on Spanish explorers, with some pupils fi lming what they had done. They researched the 
fiesta in Pamplona with the running of the bulls. They looked at Spanish speaking countries and their capi-
tal cities. They worked out mathematical problems in relation to currency and different prices in different 
Spanish speaking countries. Finally they participated in musical workshops performing music with South 
American and Spanish influences. Throughout the week the pupils were able to enrich their intercultural 
understanding, whilst developing skil ls such as creativity, communication and group collaboration.   
Sarah Boyes 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 7 Spanish Week 
In Spanish week we had the groups Ecuador, Chile, 

Argentina, Peru and Mexico. We had different activities 
to do with our group every day. 

 
We Studied Spanish explorers and Spanish pirates.  
We got to give ourselves Pirate names, speak like  

pirates and make a pirate costume.  We also got to do 
Salsa and Flamenco dancing and we learnt about the 

famous Bull run. In maths we did presentations on 
travelling and staying in Spain, we had to work out 

costs and needs of the customers. 
We also studied Spanish music, made clay models of 

Spanish things and lots more throughout the week.  
We had lots of fun. 

 
Mia Fisher, Year 7 

In  year 8 we looked at what would happen if an 
asteroid hit the earth. We did some maths based 
problem solving. We also looked at soap operas.  

Year 8 had lots of fun. 
 

Jack Nicholson, Year 8 

The theme for year 5 was communities.  
One of the activities we did was street 
dance that is more common in cities with 
Miss Evan’s younger sister Charlie.  An-
other activity we did was Morris dancing 
with a group of men from the country.  
We completed  a treasure hunt. We went 
in groups of 3 or 4 and walked around 
Cheddar for 2 hours.  On Thursday we 
did the mini Olympic Games in the class-
rooms and on the field. We went in 
groups of 5 and designed our own flag. 
  
People who worked in the country and 
the city came to talk to us about their 
job. We had visits from the Police ,the 
fire brigade and people who run  
businesse s in the town and country.  We 
made our own videos all about  
community week on Movie Maker or on 
paper.  Some of us went on a trip to a 
Gudwara and the Bristol museum. 
 
Zoe Frost and Jessie Svensson, Year 5 

During India week I found myself helping children in Mrs Peace’s 
class where number of different Indian dishes were enthusiastically 
prepared. Even break time bell didn’t stop all at once. 
Upon return, cooking finished, washing up was done and everything 
tidily put away. Then tasting began - everyone tasted something, 
even the ones who said “do I have to” at the beginning , didn't need 
asking twice, it was great! 
Now I know my daughter and son’s culinary skil ls are so advanced 
I’m looking forward to them doing the recipes at home for us! 

 
Mum of Connie Williams, Year 6 



 

 

Throughout this term all of the Year 5’s at Fairlands Middle School have been very busy in their 
music and drama lessons, putting together 2 short plays connected to their humanit ies topics on 
Ancient Egypt and Greece. The plays w ere ‘Glint of Gold’, w here Tutankhamun comes to life and 
with the help of hieroglyphics tells the story of Ancient Egypt and ‘Greece w ent to Pieces’ w here 
Peta Potter an Athenian re-tells some of the stories that he has painted on his pots. These pic-
tures represented the stories of Theseus and the Minotaur, the great Philosophers and the Olym-
pics.  
 
On Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th March 125 children stepped into the spotlight bringing the 
plays to life.  Every child had the opportunity to choose a speaking, singing, dancing or w alking-
on part. Scripts w ere re-written to accommodate everyone and some dances w ere given more of 
a modern, rock ‘n’ roll, top hat and tail tw ist to them!!  
Mrs Heard said, “We have had an ‘Ancient Extravaganza’ enjoyed by all of us, especially the  
children.” 
 
————————————————————————————————————————-——- 

 
 
 
Eleven children in Year 7 at Fairlands Middle School w orked w ith Cheddar Police on the 
‘Get Savvy’ initiat ive.  The project enables young people to participate in active citizenship 
activities w hich benefit the community.  The group decided to offer a free property marking 
service to the staff and pupils at Fairlands for mobile phones and other items such as MP3 
players.  They carried out the initiat ive over a couple of lunchtimes and found themselves 
really busy marking mobile phones and various electronic devices.  

Photo courtesy of C heddar Valley Gazette  

 

This term has been badly affected by the w eather; however there were some notable 
performances from Fairlands’ boys. Having already knocked out Hugh Sexey’s and 
despite a fantastic effort against Writhlington School in the Somerset County Cup our 
Year 8 team narrow ly lost an excellent cricket match in a game w hich saw  a total of 
nearly 300 runs in the tw o 20 over innings. Most counties w ould love to score at this 
rate in their equivalent 20-20 games. Year 6 and Year 5 improved their abilit ies 
against various schools w ith the boys ending on a high beating Sidcot by a comfort-
able margin. As w e go to press our Year 7 team have continued last years’ f ine cricket 
performances by beating Castle School in the Somerset County Cup f inal and now  
are w aiting to play Backw ell School to see w hether the f inest cricketing year 7 team is 
in Somerset or North Somerset. 
 
In athletics our Year 7 boys achieved highly w ith some excellent performances, par-
ticularly from the Harris brothers at middle distance contributing to an excellent f inal 
position of 3rd out of 9 in the recent Somerset Middle Schools Athletic Championships 
at Yeovil. Year 8 how ever dominated w ith fabulous individual performances all round. 
Harry Davies reigned supreme at 1500 metres w hilst Tom Jones produced tw o f ine 
performances in w inning the discus and becoming runner up at the shot putt. A string 
of 2nd and 3rd contributions meant that for the second year running this year group 
were Somerset Middle Schools Champions! 
Robin Head 
—————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 

 

���������	
�����	��
���	�������	�������	��	�
�	
��� �����	��������		
����������	�������	��	�
�	�����	���	�����	��������	 ��	�
�	����������	��	
�	����	���	�����	����	�
��	������	�
�	�����	������	 ���
	�	����	�������	
��������	�
�	����	���	�	�����	��� ���	���
	���
	���� �	�����	��	��	����	��	
�
���	�������	�����	�
���	����	����	���	�������	��� ����	��
���	�	�	�
�	
����	������	��	�	����	����	���
	���������	�������	� �	�����	���������	���
	
�	����	����	����	 �����	�
�	����	����	���	�������	� 
�	 
����	���	 	
���������	�������	��	����	�	!"#	����	�
���	�����	�� ���	����	���	�������	
$
�����	$������	���	��	�����	��	�	�������	����
�	�� �������	�����	
	
�
��	���	�����
	��	��%�	���������	�
����
	��	�
�	�� ��	������	�
��
	������	
��	��	��	�� ��	 ��� �	�����	�������	�
�	����	���	
�� �	 ����
�	��	�	��������	
������	���	��	���	���� �	����	�	���	�
����
�	�
�	��� �	�
��	����	��	�	
������	�����	&����	��	���	���� �	����	�	���	�
����
' 	���������	����������	
�������	�
�	�����	 
���	�����	�	�����	�
�������	



 

 

 
 
————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
 
 
Fairlands Year 7 Futsal team w ere crow ned county champions after w inning the Somerset 
Under 12 Futsal Cup at Wadham School in Crew kerne. Futsal is a game being introduced 
into the UK w hich combines football w ith a variety of tactics from other sports and is  
generally played indoors.  It is highly reliant on individual skills.  
 
The successful Fairlands team began the journey by w inning a local event back in October 
held at St Dunstans School w here they won all of their games.  They continued their 100% 
record throughout the f inals w here they convincingly beat both other f inalists Maiden Beech 
School and Selw ood School.  A special mention must go to Kyran Gale w ho stepped into 
the goalkeeper posit ion, after regular keeper Billy Standen w as injured, and did not concede 
a single goal w ith a couple of notable saves along the w ay.  
 
The Fairlands squad performed admirably in the National Finals in Sheff ield before  
eventually losing to the eventual w inners at the semi f inal stage to come joint third in the 
country, a fantastic achievement.  They beat West London Futsal Club, Oldham Athletic and 
drew  against Bridgnorth Spartons (Shropshire champions), in coming second in their group 
to Birmingham Futsal Club.  Huge credit must go to all the team for the w ay they have em-
braced this new  game and the manner in w hich they played. 
 
A quote from one of the FA off icials “I am amazed at the standard of play from your school, 
especially after f inding out that you have no appropriate indoor space for them to practise”. 
Stefan McHale 
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Netball  
The girls w ill agree netball is not our strong point but since the beginning of the term they 
have played exceptionally w ell.  In all years there has been a strong turn out for practice 
making it diff icult to choose players for the teams. 
 
We played many friendlies w ith the Year 8 w inning 2 out of 12 games, Year 7 w inning 4 out 
of 11 and the Year 5 and 6 teams both losing their games.   
Within the Wells Blue tournament w e had international supporters helping push the girls into 
4th place.  The French exchange students didn’t fully understand the rules but attempted to 
learn them and loved being able to sw ap betw een the netball and football.     
 
Football  
This term w e managed to get in some extra football games against Whitstone School.  We 
had an enjoyable afternoon taking 25 girls across to them to play in a mini tournament for 
Year 7 and 8 girls.  Ellie Oritt, Chelsie Webster and Alice Dodd w ere brought up from Year 6 
to make the teams complete.  All three played fantastically alongside Year 7 and 8.  Over 
the course of the afternoon the four teams played f ive games each.  We w on the tourna-
ment overall w ith 9 w ins, 6 draws and 5 losses.  The girls should be really pleased of their 
efforts and how well they played alongside each other  
 
Rounders  
I have been very pleased w ith the girl’s efforts in rounders over the last couple of weeks.  
They have not had many practices but still played very w ell in matches and never lost by 
more than a couple of rounders.   
In Year 8 the teamw ork and support has been really good.  They have listened to the advice 
they have been given and really tried hard to put it into a game situation.  This w as shown 
through the Mendip games tournament w here they came 2nd overall. 
The Year 7 team w as also strong and they w ere very unlucky to have come 4th overall.  
They w ere able to identify their w eaknesses and w ork on them during lessons.   
 
 
Cricket  
We have also been very lucky to have started up a girls’ cricket team.  The girls w ere given 
the opportunity to w atch the womens w orld cup twenty twenty cricket.  All of the girls and 
staff had a fantastic day, w ith many of them buying the Somerset clothing and queuing for 
autographs.     
 
We have had a fantastic f irst year at Fairlands and look forw ard to another competit ive and 
strong year in the PE department. 
 
Athletics  
Athletics have been extremely strong in lessons this year.  I have been impressed w ith the 
standard.  
Vicky Evans and Kerry Harvey 

 



 

 

Sports Day  
 
 
This year the sun shone for sports day.  We had a fantastic day w ith many children competing 
and plenty of support from parents and non competitors giving a br illiant atmosphere to the 
day. 
 
Again, many records were broken and here they are:-  
 

Year 8 
High Jump- Peter Ferguson and Sam Balkham  
1m 50 cm  
 

Year 7 
High Jump- Maisie Blair 1m 35 cm 
 

Year 5 
High Jump– Charlotte Tugw ell 1m 15  
200m– Lucy Bow kett 34.9 

The final scores were as follows:  
 

Low er school: QUANTOCK 
Upper school: MENDIP 
Overall Winners:  MENDIP 
Year 8 1500 w inners:  
Harry Davies 
Rosie Freemantle 

Gymnastics Club  
 
Gymnastics club after school this year has been great as so many children attended 
each week to give it a go. The effort that has been applied to all the individual  
elements and the group balances has been brilliant. Towards the end of this year I  
decided to put together a display for the parents and teachers to show them how well 
the children have been getting on. The show was fantastic. The children all pulled to-
gether and worked really hard on combining the skills they learnt and applying them 
into routines. As I hope all the parents and teachers will agree, the children looked 
amazing and the show went really well.  
 
Well done to all the gymnasts that took part in the display you looked awesome and 
you made me very proud.  
 
A big thank you to Rhys Lewis and Harry Andrews for helping to set everything up and 
for being the camera men.   
Kerry Harvey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I  w ould like to thank the staff  for all their help as it makes the PE department’s job a lot easier.  
Also a big thank you to the parents/carers who came and supported.  And last but by no means 
least……….w ell done to all the competitors. 
Vicky Evans 
———————————————————————————————————————
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This year’s Comic Relief was held on March 20TH 2009.  This fabulous event raised 
lots of money to support this important charity.  We have been supporting this  
charity for the last 20 years and the enthusiasm was as obvious as ever.  
The theme of the day was musicals.  Everybody in the school had to come dressed 
as characters from a musical, modern or old , real life or animated. The variety of 
costumes on the day was amazing and all they had to do was pay a pound for the 
privilege. 
 
Everyone who took part on this amazing day must be so proud of themselves be-
cause they have helped children in poorer parts of the world who miss out on the 
everyday things we take for granted such as going to school.  
So whoever joined in with this day thank you . So far the school has raised over 
£4000 towards this appeal. 
 

  

Written by Harry East 
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The first thing we did was go on the trauma 
tower twice, it was really cool (and 
scary).Next we went on the waterslides and 
got soaking! Then it was time for pocket 
money (£5!)  For the rest of the day we 
went around going on great rides. 

Big pit was really good – weird and wonderful at 
the same time. It was fairly dark, but we had 
torches. The only bad bit about Big Pit was carry-
ing 5 kg round the whole t ime! We learnt a lot 
about Victorian people working in the mines. 

Mrs Virgin brought her dog into 
the drama room and we all got to 
stro ke him. While Mrs Virgin was 
talking smudge walked around 
cuddling people. Next we went 
onto the field and did smudge. 
VS year 5 races and smudge 
won of course! 
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We left school on Sunday and travelled on the ferry over night. We 
arrived on Monday morning but we didn’t arrive at the hostel  until 
4pm. This is what we did all week: 
 
Monday: We went to St Michaels Mount. There were lots of shops.  
  
Tuesday: We went to the Gallery of Machines and had a ride on a 
robotic elephant.  
 
Wednesday: Went to a market and practised some French.   
 
Thursday: Went to a theme park. It was amazing everyone thought 
that was the best part 
 
Friday: Went to the ferry and went home. 
 
We liked the theme park the most because the shows were really 
good, and we liked the part where we walked around by ourselves.  

 
 

Written by Connie Will ians and Leanna Parsons 
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Written by Becca Grantham 

 

 

This year’s Year 7 residential w as to our nations capital: London .   Roughly 80 children took part 
and all thoroughly enjoyed it.  The trip w as both fun and educational.  It w as based on Humanities 
but included some other topics as w ell.  Our base w as the Thames On Side youth hostel. 
 
To start the w eek we w ent on a walking tour to see some of the main famous sites of London: 
Buckingham Palace, 10 Dow ning Street, Trafalgar Square, Regent’s Park, The Houses of Parlia-
ment, Big Ben and many more.  This w as follow ed by a w orthwhile boat trip dow n the Thames.  A 
guide told us all about many of the w ell-know n and not 
so w ell know n landmarks visible.  Our guide pointed out 
the biggest clock face in the nation, the eye, Shake-
speare's Globe etc.  This w as a good introduction to our  
nation’s capital.   
 
At the Tate Gallery, w e had an artist to show us some 
of the artwork.  We saw  some of the older paintings that 
are linked to Britain in some w ay and had to make a 
tableau of the 4 four most important people in the  
painting and discussed why we thought they were the 
most important.  Next w e examined the modern,  
abstract sculptures.  We guessed w hat the animals in 
the sculptures w ere.  In the abstract oil paintings w e 
wrote poems of what w e saw, in groups.   
 
One of the most memorable parts to the w eek w as our half an hour f light on the grand millennium 
wheel ( the London eye).  It made a perfect f inish to our fun packed w eek and made us see  
London like birds do. 
 
Whilst at the Tow er of London, w e had a guide tell us some of the history and tales about the 
place.  We heard about w hen it used to be a zoo, famous prisoners escapes(attempts) and royal 
executions that took place.  We also heard about all the soldiers that are there, even to this day.  
Upon visit ing the crow n jewels many w ere shocked at the size of the jew els. 
 
One of the more educational visits and perhaps the best w as a hands on experience in the launch 
pad section at the science museum.  There w ere lots of experiments to try, such as seeing your 
friend through a w all.  We then had to w ork out how  things worked and w e got to do lots of  
different ones. 

 
Our rooms w ere of lots of different sizes and layouts.  They w ere all sorted 
out by Mrs Virgin, after w e voted for some people w ho we wanted to go 
with.  For most of the activities w e were in 8 smaller groups of about ten.  
We w ere w ith our friends and other people too. 
 
I thought that it w as one of the most enjoyable residentials out of the 3 that 
the current year 7 have had the chance to go on.  It  w as full to the brim 
with excitement.  We did not have a minute w ithout an activity and  
something to do! 
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On Monday we created our group name and chant. After we decided this we made  
Banners for our group, a scoreboard, a flag and a mascot that one of the team members 
wore throughout the week to represent their team. We had four teams and four team leaders 
(the teacher we made our group with). Mr Conroy’s team were called the Jungle Bugs, Miss 
Minton’s team were called the Vegiesaurus ’, Mrs Persaud’s team were called The Beez 
Kneez and Miss Harvey’s team were called The Jammy Dodgers. We designed the flag and 
printed it onto a big piece of white material and attached it to two small wooden poles so we 
could carry it around with us when we did activities. Later in the day we played a game to 
earn points for our team. For the rest of the day we went back to our classrooms and  
practised our chant and dance and decorated our mascots more.  
Mia Fisher, Year 7 

On Wednesday we did bush tucker trials.  We started with throwing an egg to a part-
ner until it cracked but when it cracked it was really funny. On the second step of the bush 
tucker trials we had to hold a bat above our head and stare at the top of the bat as well as 
spinning around 15 times. Then we ran to a bench and tried to walk across it then run to a 
cone and run around it then run back to our team. 
The next part was when we had to stick our hand in some boxes and 
find 4 stars in each box.  Then we had to memorize 25 objects and 
write them down and win the amount of points we won.  We did some 
cooking with burgers and  flapjacks which we would eat at lunch and 
breakfast the next day. 
After that we had to do the village hunt  which was a bit short but fun. 
Whilst some people were doing the village hunt there were a few  
people from each group which were allowed to skin a rabbit, but then 
they came out tell ing lots of horrible stories about what they done to the  
rabbit.      
Courtney Wright, Year 6 

There were lots of willing volunteers to report on the years 6 and 7  
alternative programme so here they are below in order of their days: 

 
On Tuesday we did GIPS (group initiative and problem solving). Each group rotated 
around about five different problem solving activities where we worked as a group to solve 
the problem, and worked together as a team to complete an activity. One of them was 
where we all had to get across two small sea-saws and get across  without  them tipping! 
Later on, soon after lunch we went in a coach to Avon Ski Centre where we walked on a 
path right up to some fields on the top. There we did archery and orienteering– they were 
both really fun and in archery we learnt how to hold a bow and arrow. We had great fun 
and an enjoyable time in the outdoors! 
Imogen Howorth, Year 7 



 

 

On Friday we went to a park in Bristol called Snuff Mills. When we arrived we got off the 
coach and had a little walk to get to the playground. On the path, we were surrounded on  
either side by lots of trees and the scenery was beautiful—we saw a few ducks as well in the 
river beside us. At the park we had our break sitting on the benches and went off to play on the 
apparatus. There were two big slides coming off a tower, one of which had a very sharp turn 
which made everyone scream and the other one twisted! There were also swings, an odd 
shaped roundabout, a zip-wire and more! We did our own thing around the playground, but 
also went to the ice-cream van that parked outside the playground. There was a very long 
queue  and we came out with lemonade ice loll ies, bubble gum flavoured ice– cream, double-
cones with three scoops and many other different types! Quite a few of us took a liking to the 
milkshakes from another shop– I tried some of my friend’s and it was really tasty!  
 
Later on, after we’d had our lunch, everyone went up to the field at the back of the playground. 
In our teams we played several games, one of which involved  tying lots of shoes together! On 
the walk back down to the car park there were two ducks and six ducklings which jumped off a 
wall into the water! There were also some really big fish in the river. Snuff mills was a lovely 
place for nature and was very peaceful. The park was also really good fun! We left on the 
coach at around 2 o’clock and arrived back at school with lots of time to spare. Some of us 
watched a fi lm, while others did drawing, or went up onto the courts to play.  
We all had a great day! 
Imogen Howorth, Year 7 

On Thursday we were woken by the first rays of sun, we knew this was no time for hav-
ing a lie in or merrily chatting with friends. It was half seven and people would start to arrive for 
school in an hour, expecting tables and chairs to be exactly where they were yesterday.  
But before we launched into the tidying up and picking up socks, our stomachs reminded us 
we needed breakfast by rumbling ravenously. 
For breakfast we sleepily made our way down to Mrs Peace’s to have the 
flapjacks we made the day before together with biscuits and hot chocolate 
with marshmallows and juice. And every single yummy thing you can think of 
for breakfast!  After that we all pulled our weight to get these class rooms 
sorted – easier said than done!  After retrieving the last sock we all had to 
make our way to the hall, dumping our stuff in reception.  
 
We were out by nine in the damp morning air… building bivouacs. Most peo-
ple groaned, but once we got stuck in it was brill iant. By the end (after many different knots 
and poles), we put the last finishing touches on to create a perfect tent! Well until they  
collapsed on top of us!  
 
After this we all ate lunch until we were summoned to swimming!  We marched our way,  
towels under arms, swimsuits in the other, to Kings of Wessex Leisure Centre!  Swimming was 
such fun! We were able to play with huge floats! After a while of splashing and fun we started 
to get slightly cold so we got out, changed and had a snack.   
Abbey Floyd, Year 7 
 

 

 

Although Miss Boyes reported on the German trip in the last edition this is a  
personal account from Georgia Moore.  We are please d to confirm that this trip will 

be running again in the autumn—details to follow. 

�������� ���� 	�
�� ��
�
������������� ��� ��������� ���� 
�	� ��� ���
��������
���	�
������������������
	�������� �����
	 ��������
	��

����
��
����
������!�"����
����������������������� �����#!�

�
�������	 �

· ��
������
���
	�
����
����$%�
���
��
�������������������!�&��������� ����
���
�'�
· ��
���������������
�� �
(��
��� ������� ����� ��� ����� )�
���	� ����
�� 
�������� �
������
��	��������������������!�

���������������������������������� �����	 �
· ��
���
�
���
����
�������������
���
��� ������ ���� ���� ������
��� �
�� �
���� �
����� �����
��
���
��������������������������
��!��
· �������� �
 ��� �������� ��������� 
�����*���� ���� ����� ������� 
�� �
+
��,,���
· � �
����������
� �
-�� ������
���
�#�����������
���
�!�
�

������������������ �������	 �
· �
�
��
�����
�����
-�
,���� ��
����� ��
��� ��������� �
������� �
�*����� 
� �� 
� *��	� �����
�������
· �
���������
�����
�
������ � �
.������������������������	/����
���
����������
���� �����
· �
�
��
�!

�
.�������
�
,����
���
����
· "���
 �
 ����
�����������
�������������
#���
�&����
������� �����������'�
�
���������������������������������������������� �

��������������������������������������������� #
������ �
· -)�
�
�����*��� ����� ��� 
� ��������� 
���� ��
�� 0� ����� � �
���� 
���

�
	������! �
��������������������������������������������� $
��
���� �
· "��� ����� ���� ������
�����������
�����
�� �
�!�&0� ��� �1�� �
#�� ��� ���

������
!' �
�
 



 

 

Ben Attwood has  

won the National 

Schools  

Championship 

for Judo for his 

weight—well 

done Ben 

Robert’s Word Search 
W E R T Y U I O P E A S D F 
Q Z X C V B N M L S K J H G 
R F E N C H W E R U T Y U I 
D E X C H A N G E O S A P O 
F G A H J K L M N H B V C X 
G H J C K L M N B R V C X Z 
G H F L O N D O N E A S C R 
O C F R A N C E B T A J V E 
P E T E F T B U O R P A F B 
A P O T R E P E O A I E R U 
A S D E Q W O P A H Q W E R 
E Q W V P D S A S C I U Y T 
Q W E L E S D H J K O O P L 
O T Y I A X F I E T L N J K 
P T M K J L C N A F L E S H 
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France  Charterhouse 
London  French Exchange 
Kilve   Brecon Beacons 

Eva Willmott and Natalia Knell, both Year 
6, organised a run round the reservoir for 
charity, on the 4th on July.  They w oke up 
at 5 o’clock in the morning, and are going 
to donate as much as possible to Blind 
Children..  Well done girls. 
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Page Design by Abi Evans 

Abbey Floyd has  
submitted her report 
on McMillan  
Abseiling Activity 
with Guides to the 
BBC and she actually 
got it published on 
the website.  
Unfortunately she 
forgot to put her 
name at the bottom! 

Esme H M passed her Junior 
Open-Water Diving Exam! 
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Answers to quiz:  
1. Manta Rays     
2. Mr Zeigler, and Mr Conroy 
3. Toast 
4. Mr Caisley 
5. Mr McHale 
6. Mr Head 

Year 5  
Jake Kenny 

Thomas Pearce 
Nicholas Spinks 

Year 6  
Ross Spinks 

Year 7 
Joe Hurkett 

Andrew Rose 
Douglas Spinks 

Year 8  
Alf ie Gallagher  
Karolina Lasota 

Year 5  
Oliviann Palmer  
Haydon Parsons 

Year 6  
Jade Corbett 
Abigail Evans  

Edw ard Firbank 

Year 7  
Joshua Champion 
Jordan Magrath 

Anita Now ak 

Year 8  
Alf ie Gallagher  
Matthew  Haller 

Joel Palmer  

We said welcome to…. 

And sadly said goodbye to…. 

From Mr Callow 
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